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the rapidly falling mists pass from a
glowing purple to dense indigo, and the
cleared sky at last reflects back from the
darkened landscape the deep transparent
sapphire colour that is the proper tincture
of an Indian night."
3.    The   Connaught   Peak.
No other point on the hills presents
sunrise and sunset in their varied beauty
to the beholder's eye so effectively as the
Connaught Peak. Being 4,644 feet above
sea-level, the highest point on the hills,
and situated between two deep valleys,,
the Krishna on one side, and the Koyna
on the other, the Connaught Peak natu-
rally commands the most magnificent and
inspiring scenery that was ever presented
to the human eye. This small, open
plateau, which was known for many years aa
" Mount Olympia," was named " Connaught
Peak" by Dr. Dimmoch, Superintendent
of Mahabaleshwar, after His Royal High-
ness the Duke of Connaught, who was
Commander-in-Chief of the Bombay Army
from 1886-1890. It is indeed very difficult,
nay, almost impossible, to bring out
in words an exact picture of the extensive
and wonderful panorama that is unrolled
before our eves, as we stand on the Peak*